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Media Statement
03 January 2020
MEC shocked by attack on women over the last seven days

Mpumalanga MEC for Community Safety, Security and Liaison, Ms. Gabisile Shabalala believes the
new year started badly for the province particularly in the fight against gender based violence following
the recent attacks on women across various parts of the province.

Shabalala noted with great shock the recent incident where two people were killed in Pienaar by a 38
year police officer stationed at Kabokweni. The third person sustained injuries while trying to intervene
during the scuffle. The incident took place on Sunday, 29 December 2019 in Pienaar while the suspect
was visiting a lady believed to be his girlfriend.

He has since been arrested and he has been charged with two counts of murder and one of attempted
murder. He is expected to appear in court today, 3 January 2020 for a formal bail application.

In another matter, a 28 year old woman and her daughter believed to be only four years old, were
reportedly raped last week Thursday in Machadodorp. A man aged 35 years was nabbed by the police
on Friday, 27 December 2019 in connection with incident. He is expected to appear again in court on 7
January 2020.

It is reported the suspect initially went to visit the victims where they stay. He later produced a knife,
threatened the mother and daughter then directed them to one of the rooms and allegedly raped both
of them.

Police were made aware about the incident by one of the community members who became suspicious
after seeing the suspect fleeing from the house. They (police) then immediately rushed to the house
and confirmed the details of the incident.

In another case, the lifeless body of a woman aged 25, was found in Tweefontein near Zamani Primary
in an open field after the community alerted the police. The incident took place on Saturday, 28
December 2019 in the morning. The police rushed to the scene and upon arrival, discovered the body
of a woman with multiple stab wounds. No arrests have been made in this regard.

MEC Shabalala has further pleaded with the police to ensure that all these cases are thoroughly
investigated so that the culprits are made to pay for the pain caused to the victims and their families.

She added that communities who may have any information regarding these and other cases of crime
or abuse to report to the police so that the suspects are arrested and accordingly punished.

“‘We must report abuse to the police. We want abusers to rot in jail so that women and children can
walk and live freely without fear of being attacked. Our courts should not grant these perverts bail and
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once convicted they should be given lengthy jail terms. We need our communities in the ongoing war
against gender based violence.

"Condemning these incidences only will not help but all stakeholders and communities must act and
work together in order to win the war on GBV and other crimes,” Shabalala said.

The MEC went further by encouraging women to walk away from abusive boyfriends and partners and
not wait until it is too late.

Shabalala has pleaded for more support to survivors of abuse by all stakeholders and communities so
that they do not feel more victimized.

MEC Shabalala is meanwhile sending condolences to all the affected families of abuse across the
province saying that government will continue to do all in its might to bring an end to the scourge of
abuse in communities.
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