
        

                        

 
Media Statement 
 
To All Media 
 
12 May 2026 
 
MEC Macie welcomes arrest of three extortion suspects 
 
The arrest of three suspects linked to extortion should be welcomed, as it sends a strong message that 
government takes extortion seriously and is committed to protecting service delivery and the business 
community. 
 
This is according to Mpumalanga MEC for Community Safety, Security and Liaison, Mr. Jackie Macie, 
who was reacting to arrests made in Kwaggafontein on Tuesday, 12 May 2026, across Mpumalanga 
and Gauteng provinces. Reports indicate that one of the suspects is a prominent businessperson. 
 
“Some of these extortionists, commonly referred to as construction mafias, parade as business forums 
and target contractors, demanding money. We know that some victims are afraid to come forward and 
report these mafias for fear of being assaulted or losing their contracts,” said the MEC. 
 
“In most instances, these acts delay the completion of projects and halt service delivery. We are 
pleading with the business community to work with the police to bring these rogue elements, who 
terrorise local entrepreneurs, to book. Their days are numbered, and we will not stop pursuing them. 
We want members of the public to speak out.” 
 
The suspects are expected to appear in court on Wednesday, 13 May 2026. 
 
ENDS. 
 
Issued by:Mpumalanga Department of Community Safety, Security and Liaison 
 
Enquiries: 
Moeti Mmusi – DCSSL Spokesperson 
Contact: 079 291 0664/ 084 411 3372 or 
 
Mandla Chauke (Media Liaison Officer to the MEC) 
Contact: 082 330 8167 
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