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Media Statement
N12 Road claims seven lives in three separate crashes
27 June 2019

Motorists have been encouraged to be vigilant following the loss of seven lives this morning in three
separate three crashes that occurred on N12 Road Emalahleni and Delmas.

In the first incident that occurred around 07h30, three people were killed instantly in the multi vehicle
collision that involved 17 vehicles. The deceased include a driver of one of the sedans and two
passengers. One of the fatally wounded passenger, is a two-year-old child. 17 vehicles include 10
sedans, two articulated trucks, four light delivery vehicles (LDVs) and one minibus.

In another crash, three people perished on the same road around 09h00. The three died at the scene
and two of them are believed to be tourists from outside the country. The deceased include a South
African.

The three were reportedly travelling from Johannesburg to Kruger National Park when the crash
occurred. The sedan that the three were travelling in collided with two trucks from head and rear. It is
not clear as to what led to the crash.

In another incident, one driver passed away at the scene when a sedan collided with a bakkie and a
Sports Utility Vehicle (SUV) on N12 Road near Emalahleni. No injuries were recorded. Although misty
conditions are suspected to have played a hand in these crashes, the investigation by the police is
already underway.

Mpumalanga Community Safety, Security and Liaison MEC, Ms. Gabisile Shabalala is sending
condolences to the bereaved families. The MEC is also wishing those who were injured a speedy
recovery. MEC Shabalala has also appealed to motorists to use the road with heightened caution so
that further crashes are avoided. She has encouraged them to drive according to prevailing conditions
on the road including unfavourable weather conditions that sometimes restrict visibility.

“Use the road with great caution especially during misty or any bad weather conditions. This include
rain. Drivers should always prioritize their safety and that of other road users so that unnecessary loss
of lives on the road is avoided,” Shabalala said.

Ends.
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