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Media Statement
28 August 2019
N4 Bakkie crash death toll has risen to five

The death toll in yesterday’s crash on N4 toll road near Ngodwana has now risen to five following the
passing away of the fifth person at Kiaat Hospital Private Hospital in Mbombela this morning. The
deceased is one of the two people who sustained serious injuries in the crash that occurred yesterday
around 17h30.

Initially four people perished when a Light delivery Vehicle (LDV) overturned. The four died at the
scene of the crash while two people sustained serious injuries and eight people were slightly injured.
Those who were injured were transported by various ambulance services to Nelspruit Medi Clinic and
Kiaat Private hospitals.

The bakkie had a total of 14 occupants including the driver who is among those who were injured. It is
not clear at this stage what made the driver to lose control. Then investigation into the crash is
underway.

Mpumalanga Community Safety, Security and Liaison MEC, Ms. Gabisile Shabalala says that road
crashes rob many families of their loved ones. She indicated that the economy becomes adversely
affected because millions of rands are spent annually to deal with the aftermaths of crashes on the
road.

“These crashes are not good for our economy because we lose breadwinners and people who are still
economically active. Most of the crashes are avoidable. Therefore, motorists should use the road
cautiously in order to curb further loss of life and injury,” the MEC said.

Shabalala has called on motorists to always ensure that their vehicles are roadworthy and that all
defects are repaired as soon they have been identified. She said they should not first wait for law
enforcement officials to stop them before attending to defects in order to avoid unnecessary crashes

MEC Shabalala has sent her heartfelt condolences to the affected families and she is wishing those
who are injured a speedy recovery.
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